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Snapshot: Open 
Access initiatives 
(Australia and 
Aotearoa New 
Zealand 2023)

Key messages:

ANZ’s share of OA outputs found to be below the world median and 
below potential (despite taking the lead on the establishment of 
open repositories/Green OA in the early 2000s)

Support for external OA initiatives was low overall and showed no 
consistent pattern: SCOSS, DOAJ, airXiv and DOAB, OJS/PKP, Open 
Book Publishers

31 of the 56 universities published easily discoverable open 
journals, and 24 published more than one

“OA in ANZ is currently practised in a piecemeal, inconsistent and 
reactive way, subject to the vagaries of resourcing, leadership and 

competing priorities of each individual institution.”

Catterall, J., & Barbour, G. (2023, June 26). 

Open access initiatives by research active 

institutions in Australia and Aotearoa New 

Zealand: A snapshot of the landscape in 

2022. Zenodo. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8081166 





2024

Formation

A sub-group of the 
Australasian Scholarly 
Communications CoP

Supported by the Council of 
Australasian University 
Librarians (CAUL), Open 
Access Australasia (OAA) 
and Creative Commons 
Australia

Membership

65 members (Feb 2026)

Representing 27 AUS and 5 
NZ universities

Includes 5 members from 
external organisation

Misson

The Diamond OA Sub-
Group’s mission is to 
advocate for inclusive, 
equitable, sustainable, 
community-controlled OA 
publishing with no fees to 
either reader or author. 

We seek to provide members 
with a participatory and 
engaging community for 
helping each other with 
everyday practice, as well as 
opportunities for discussion, 
development, and 
dissemination of best 
practices and strategies 
towards realising our mission.
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Australasian Diamonds

• So far, 108 titles (10 are archived)

• 7 Australian university collections

• 10 NZ university collections (includes polytechnic institutions)

• Publishing platforms: OJS(open source and hosted); Scholastica; 
custom websites; university webpages; Dspace

• Potentially 18 more institutions with titles?







Tuwhera (pronounced ‘tu-fer-a’ – see Māori 
Dictionary to hear pronunciation) can be 
translated to mean ‘be open’ in Te Reo Māori, 
the Indigenous language of Aotearoa, New 
Zealand.  Tuwhera is the name we give to the 
umbrella of services the Library runs in 
support of open research at AUT, from our 
institutional repository to our open 
publications hosting service, and reflects our 
commitment to creating a sustainable and 
equitable knowledge commons.

https://blog.doaj.org/2025/07/29/tuwhe
ra-a-commitment-to-open-access-and-
a-sustainable-and-equitable-knowledge-
commons/ 
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International 
initiatives

Global strategies National



Open Access in 
Australia and 
Aotearoa New 
Zealand

Australian Scholarly Communications Community of Practice Diamond Journal 
Publishing subgroup https://oaaustralasia.org/australian-scholarly-communications-
community-of-practice-diamond-journal-publishing-subgroup/   

Open Access Australasia https://oaaustralasia.org/   

Recommended reading:
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Jamali, H. R., Wakeling, S., & Abbasi, A. (2022). Scholarly journal publishing in 
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Thank You
Tracy Creagh

t.creagh@qut.edu.au

Bluesky @creaght.bsky.social

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracy-

creagh-afhea-926119105
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